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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 
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R 141955Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5915 
INFO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

CONFIDENTIAL ASUNCION 4042 

EXDIS 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS DOD AND CINCPAC 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MNUC, PA, TW 

SUB J : PRESIDENT STROESSNER DISCUSSES POSSIBLE NUCLEAR 
CAPABILITY OF ROC 

WHEN I CALLED ON PRESIDENT STROESSNER OCTOBER 14 TO 
INTRODUCE VISITING ACSI MG AARON, THE PRESIDENT DIS- 
CUSSED AT SOME LENGTH HIS RECENTLY CONCLUDED TRIP TO 
TAIWAN. HE STRESSED THAT TAIWAN NOW ALMOST ALONE AND 
SOMEWHAT ISOLATED NEVERTHELESS DOES NOT SEEM TO FEAR 
ANY ATTACK FROM MAINLAND CHINA. LATER ON THE PRESIDENT. 
SMILING ENIGMATICALLY, SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT 
BESIDES COURAGE THE ROC MIGHT HAVE MEANS TO DEFEND 
THEMSELVES SUCCESSFULLY. AS WE DID NOT REACT TO HIS 
REMARKS HE BECAME MORE SPECIFIC AND SAID THAT HE WOULD 
NOT BE SURPRISED IF THEY HAD A NUCLEAR CAPABILITY OF 
SOME SORT. 

COMMENT: THE PRESIDENT WHO VISITED MILITARY 
INDUSTRY PLANTS WHILE IN TAIWAN ACTED AS IF 
HE KNEW MORE THAN HE WAS PREPARED TO SAY. 

END COMMENT. 
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